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INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT 

To the Board of D irectors 
23rd Judicial D istrict ]ndigcnt D efender Board 

(Parishes of Ascension, Assumption, and St. James) 

M EM BER 
AM ERICAN INS1 M UTE O F CPA's 
SOCIEIY OF LOUISIANA CPA's 

]havc audited the accom panying general puq~osc financial statem ents thai do not include a statem ent of 
rcvcnucs, expenditures, and changes in ftmd balance-budget and actual, for the gcncral fund of the 23''1 

Judicial D istrict Indigent D efender Board as of and for the years ended l)cccm ber 31, 1999 and 2000, as 
listed in the table of contents. These general purpose financial statem ents are the responsibility of the 
23rd Judicial D istrict ]ndigcnt D efender Board. M y responsibility is to express an opinion on these 
general purpose financial statem ents based oi~ m y audit. 

l conducted m y audit in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United Slates of 
Am crica. Those standards rcquirc that I plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about 
w heflmr the general pro'pose financial statem ents arc fiee of m aterial m isstatem ent, An audit includcs 
exam ining, on a test basis, cvidcnce supporting the am ounts and disclosurcs in lt)c general purpose 
financial statem ents. An audit also includes assessing the accounting principles used mad significant 
estim ates m ade by m anagem ent, as w ell as evaluating tim overall general purpose financial stalcm cnt 
presentation, l believe tl~al m y audit provides a reasonable basis for m y opinion. 

The Board dcclincd to present a slatelncnt ofrevclm cs, cxpenditures, and changes in fund balances- 
budget and actual, for the general fund for the years ended I)ccem ber 31, 1999 and 2000. Presentation 
of such statem ents for those govermncntal funds for which budgcts have been legally adopted is 
required by accounting principles generally accepted in (13e United Stales of Am erica. 

In nay opinion, except for the om ission of the statem ent of revenues, expenditures, and changes in fired 
balances-budget and actual that results in an incom plete presentation as explained in the preceding 
paragraph, the general purpose financial statem ents referred to abovc present faM y, in all m aterial 
respects, the financial position of the 23rd Judicial D istrict lndigcnt D efcndcr Board as of D ecem ber 31 
1999 and 2000, and tl~e results of its operations for the years then ended in conform ity w ith accounting 
principles generally accepted in the United States of Am erica. 

in accordance w ith Governm ent Auditing Standards, ] have also issued a report dated June 26, 2001, on 
m y consideration of the 23rd Judicial District Indigent Defender Board's intern al control over financial 
reporting and m y tests of its com pliancc with certain provisions of law s, regulations, and contracts. 

M y audJl was perform ed for tl~e purpose of form ing an opinion on the gencral puqm se financial 
statmnents of the 23rd Judicial D istrict lndigcnl D efender Board taken as a whole. The accom panying 
financial inform ation lislcd as supplem ental schedules in the table of contents is presented for puqm scs 
of additional analysis and is not a required part of the general purpose financial statem ents. Such 
information has been subjected to tim auditing procedures applied in fl~e audit of the gencral purpose 
financial statem ents taken as a w holc. 

June 26, 2001 



23RD JUDIC IA L DISTR ICT 

(Parishes of Ascension 
iNDIG ENT DEFENDER BOARD 
Assumption, and St. James) 

CO M BINED BALANCE SHEET - ALL FUND TYPES AND ACCO UNT G RO UPS 
Years ended Decem ber 31,1999 and 2000 

ASSETS 

Cash 
Receivables-court fines 

Total assets 

LIABILITES AND FUND EQUITY 

Liabilities 
Taxes payable 

Total liabilities 

G overnm enta 
Fund Type 
G e&o~al 

12/31/1999 

$ 185,448 
54,324 

239.772 

Fund Equity 
Fund balance-unreserved-undesignated 239,718 

Total fund equity 239.718 

Total liabilities and fund equity $ 239,772 

See accom panying notes and accountant's report 
Statem ent A 

G overnm ental 

Fund Type 

Gener~ 
12/31/2000 

$ 161,872 
36.421 

198,293 

764 

764 

197,529 

197,529 

$ 198,293 



23RD JUD IC IAL D ISTR ICT 

(Parishes of Ascension 
ND IG ENT DEFENDER BOA RD 

Assumption, and St.James) 

G OVERNM ENTAL FUND TYPE -G ENERAL FUND 
STATEM ENT O F REVENUES, EXPENDITURES, 

AND CHANGES IN FUND BALANCE 
Yearsended Decem ber31.1999 and 2000 

Revenues 
Costs on fines and forfeitures 
O ther 

Total revenues 

Expenditures 
Current 
G eneral governm ent 
Salaries 
Other 

Total expenditures 

Excess (deficiency) of revenues 
over expenditures 

Fund balance, beginning 

Fund balance, ending 

$ 350,665 
94.580 

445.245 

353,160 
64.945 

418,105 

27,140 

212.578 

$ 239,718 

See accom panying notes and accountant's report 
Statem ent B 

[ 2000 ] 

$ 395,627 
10.997 

406.624 

350,050 
98.763 

448.813 

(42,189) 

239.718 

$ 197,529 



 

23rd JUDICIAL DISTRICT INDIGENT DEFENDER BOARD 
(PAR1SItES OF ASCENSION, ASSUM PTION, AND ST. JAM ES) 

N OTES TO FINAN CIAL STATI,~M ENTS 

D ECEM BER 31, 1999 AND 2000 

l NTRO DUCTI O N 

The 23rd Judicial D istrict lndigcnt D efender Board w as created according to the 
Louisiana Revised Stalute 15:141. The purpose oflhe Board is to provide adequate legal 
representation of indigent persons charged with cmnm ission of felonies. The Board shall 
be com posed of no less than throe and no m ore than seven m em bers, who shall bc 

nominees provided by each bar association within the judicial dislriet. In lhe event no 
nominalions are submitled by the bar associalion within a judicial district, a majority of 
the district court judges shall select a bom'd member. The court may fix lhe lcnns oflhe 
board m em bers, nol to exceed three years each. The m em bers of the Board shall serve 
w ithoul com pensation. The Board em ploys 1 person. 

1. SUM M ARY O F SIG N IFICANT A CO U NTIN G ]'O L1CIES 

A. BASIS O F PRESENTATIO N 

The aecompanyh~g gmmral purpose financial slaleJ/~m~ls of the 23rd Judicial 
D istrict Indigent D efender Board have been prepared in conformity w ith generally 
accepted accounting principles (GAAP) as applied to governmenlal unif.s. The 
preparation of the financial statem ents in conform ity w ith GA AP requires the use 
ofm anagem cnt's estim ales. The Governm enlal Accounting Standards Board 
(GASB) is the aeceplcd slandard-selling body for eslablishing govem meJ~lal 
accounting and financial reporting principles. 

B. REPO RTIN G ENTITY 

The indigenl defender board is pa~t of lhe operalions of the dislricl court s),slem . 
H ow ever, lhc dislrJcl tour[ system is fiscally dependent on lhe A scension Parish 
Council for office space and courlroom s. In addition, the Parish Council's 
genm'al pro'pose financial slalem enls would be incom plele or m isleading wil, hotll 
inclusion of the indigent defender board. For these reasons, the indigent defender 
board was determ ined 1o be a com ponenI unit of the Ascension Parish Council, 
lhe financial reporting entily. 

The accom panying financial slalem cnts prcsenl inform ation only on 0m fim ds 
m ainlained by lhe indigent defender board and do not present inform ation on tile 
Parish Council, the general governm enl services provided by that govermnent 
unit, or the other govem m eolal units that com prise the financial reporting entity. 



 

23rd JUD ICIAL D 1STR1CT INDIGEN T D EFEND ER BOARD 

(PARISHES OF ASCENSION, ASSUM PTION, AND ST. JAM ES) 

N OTES TO FINAN CIAl, STATEM EN TS 

1)ECEM BER 31, 1999 AN D 2000 

C. FUN I) A CC O UN TIN G 

The board uses funds and account groups to report on its financial posilion and 
the results offls operations. Fund accounting is designed to dem onstrate legal 
com pliance and to aid financial m anagem enl by segregating transaclions relating 
to certain govern m ent functions or activities, 

A fund is a separate accounting entfly w ith a self-balancing set of accounts. On 
the other hand, an account group is a financial reporting device designed to 
provide accountability for certain assets and liabilities that are not recorded in the 
funds because they do not directly affect net expendable available financial 
resources. 

D . BA SIS O F A C('O UNTING 

The accounting and financial rcpmting treatm ent applied to a fund is determ ined 
by its m easurem ent focus. The General Fund is accounted for using a eurrmll 
financial resources m easurem ent focus. W ith this m easurem ent loons, only 
cun'ent assets and cun'cnl liabilities generally are included on the balance sheet. 
The operating statem ent of the General Fund prcsm~ts increases and decreases in 
net current assets. The m odified accrual basis of accounting is used by the 
General Fund. The General Fund uses the following practices in recording 
revenues and expenditures: 

R eVelllleS 

A ll governm ental funds arc accounted for using the m odified accrual basis 
of accounting. Their revenues are recognized when they becom e 

meast~rable and available as net current assels. All major revenues (court, 
fines) are susceptible to accrual. 

Expenditures 

Expenditures are generally recognized under the m odified accrual basis of 
accounting when the related fund liability is incurred. 

According to Louisiana Revised Statt~te 39:1302, the 23rd Judicial D istrict 
Indigent Defender Board is subject to the Local Government Budget Act. 
1 towever, the Board did not com ply with this law . 



 

23rd JUDICIAl, DISTRICT IND1GENT DEFEN DER BOARD 

(PARISHES OF ASCENSION, ASSUM PTION, AND ST. JAM ES) 

NOTES TO FINANCIAL STATEM ENTS 

DECEM BER 31, 1999 AN D 2000 

F. CA Slt 

Cash includes am ounls in dem and deposits. Under state law , the Board m ay 
deposit funds in dem and deposits, interest bearing dem and deposits, oF" tim e 
deposits w ith s~a~c banks organized m~dcr l,ouisiana law or any other slale of lhe 
U nited Slates, or under the law s of the Unitcd States. 

2. CA SII 

At D ecem ber 31, the Board had cash as follow s 

Demand Deposits (1999) 
Demand Deposits (2000) 

Can'ying Amount BB!ank Balance 

$ 185,448 
$ 161,872 

$ 219,059 
$ 190,653 

These deposits are stated at cost. Under state law , these deposits m ust be secured by 
federal deposit insurance or the pledge ofsecurilies owned by the fiscal agent bank. 
lie m arket value of the pledged securities plus the federal deposit insurance m ust at 
all tim es equal the am ount on deposit w ith the fiscal agent. These securities are held 
in tim nam e of the pledging fiscal agent bank in a holding or custodial bank thai is 
nm lually acceptable to both parties. At D ecem ber 31, 1999 and 2000, the district 
had $219,059 and $190,653, respectively, in deposits. These deposits were secured 
frmn risk by $200,000 and $190,653, respectively, of federal deposit insurance and 
$19,059 and $0,00, respectively, of pledged securities held in the nam e of the fiscal 
agent bank (GASB Category 3). 

Even though the pledged securities are considered uneollateralized (Category3) under 
the provisions of GA SB Stalem enl N o. 3, 1.ouisiana Revised Statute 39:1229 im poses 
a statutory requirem ent on the custodial bank to advertise and sell the pledged 
securities within 10 days of being notified by |he board that tim fiscal agent has failed 
to pay deposited funds upon dem and. 

3. ],ITJG A 'J'JO N S A ND CLAIM S 

There w as 11o pending or threatened litigation against the 23rd Judicial D istrict 
lndigenl D efender Board as of D ecem ber 31, 1999 and 2000. 



 

P.O. BOX 1123 CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOLJNqAN] 
034 E. W ORTHEY STREET/FRANCOIS PLAZA 

GONZALES. LA 70707-1123 
Office/Fax: (504) 647-3777 

M EM BER 

AM ERICAN INSTITUTE OF CPA's 
SOCIETY OF LOUISIANA CPA's 

REPORT ON COM PJ,IAN CE AN D ON INTERNA L CON TROL 
OVER FINAN CIAl J REPORTIN G BA SED ON AN AUD IT OF 

FINAN CIAl. STATEM EN TS PERFORM ED 1N A CCORD AN CE W ITt] 
GO VERNM ENTA UDITIN G STANDARDS 

3'0 the Board of Directors 
23~ Judicial D istrict Indigent D efender Board 

0'arishes of Ascension, Assumption, and St. James) 

1 have audited the general purpose financial statem ents of the 23rd Judicial District 
lndigcnt D efender Board, as of and for the years ended D ecem ber 31, 1999 and 2000, and 
have issued m y report dated June 26, 2001. I conducted m y audit in accordance w ith 
generally accepted auditing standards and the standards applicable to financial audits 
contained in Government Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the 
United States. 

C om pliance 
A s part of obtaining reasonable assurance about whether tl~c 23rd Judicial D istrict 
Indigent D efender Board's general purpose financial statem ents arc free of m aterial 
m isstalem ent, ] performed tests of its com pliance with certain provisions of law s, 
regulations, and conh'acts, noncom pliance w ith w hich could have a direct and m alerial 
effect on the determ ination of financial statem ent am ounts. ]low cver, providing an 

opinion on compliance with those provisions was not an objcctive of my audit, and 
accordingly, l do not express such an opinion. The results of m y tcsls disclosed one 
instance of noncom pliance that is required to be reported uuder Government Auditing 
Standards which is described in the accom panying schedulc of findings and questioned 
costs as item 00-01. 

lnternal Control over Financial R eporting 
In planning and pcrform ing m y audit, ]considcrcd the 23rd Judicial District Indigent 
D efcndcr Board's internal control over financial reporting in order to determ ine m y 
auditing procedures for the purpose of expressing m y opinion on the general purpose 
financial slaicm ents and not to provide assurance on the internal control over financial 
reporting. M y consideration of the intern al control over financial reporting w ould not 
necessarily disclose all m atters in the internal control over financial reporting that m ight 
bc m aterial w eaknesses. A m aterial weakness is a condition in which the design or 
operation of one or m ore ofthc internal control com ponents does not reduce to a 
relalivcly low level the risk that m isstatcm ents in am ounts that w ould be m aterial in 
relation to the general purpose financial statem ents being audited m ay occur and not be 
dctccted w ithin a tim ely pcriod by em ployees in the norm al course of perform ing their 
assigned fim ctions. ] noted no m attcrs involving the intern al control over financial 
reporting and its operation that 1 considcr to be m aterial w eaknesses. 



This report is intended for the inform ation o~lhe 23rd Judicial D istrict ]ndigent D efender 
Board and Legislalive Auditor. lqow ever, this report is a m atter of public record and its 

dislribulion is nol lim ited. 

June 26, 2001 



23m ~ JUD 1CIAlJ D ISTR ICT IND IG EN T D EFEN D ER BO A R D 

SCIIEDULE OF FINDINGS AND QUESTIONED COSTS 

YEAR S ENDED DECEM BER 31, 1999 A ND 2000 

A . SUM M ARY OF AU D]T RESUI,TS 

1. The auditor's report expresses a qualified opinion oll the general purpose finaucia 
statem ents of the 23rd Judicial District Indigent D efender Board. 

2. There w ere no rcporlable conditions during the audit of the general pro'pose 
financial slalcm ents. 

3. There w as one inslance of noncom pliance in relation to this audit. 

B. FINI)ING - FINAN CIAl, STATEM ENTS AUD IT 

.Item 00-01 

The Board did not legally adopt a budget in accordance w ith the Local Governm cnl 
Budget A ct. Effective July 1999, Louisiana Revised Statute 39:1302 provides thai 

indigent defender boards are subject to the Act. The 23rd Judicial Dishict Indigen/ 
D efender Board w as unaw are of this change. The Board w ill com ply w ith the law 
and adopt a budget for the year, 2001, and for falure years. 



23R~JJUI)ICIAl, D ISTRICT INDIG EN T DEI~1~ND ER BOA R D 

SUM M ARY SCIIEDUI,E O I1 PRIO R AUD IT FINDING 

Y EA RS ENDIND DECEM BER 31, 1999 A ND 2000 

Thcrc w ere no prior audfl findings and no nlanagcm ent letter com m cnis 



July 25, 2001 

(Padshes of Ascension, Assumption and SI. James) 

Daniel G . Kyle, Ph.D ., CPA , CFE 
Legislative A uditor 
Slate of louisiana 

Dear Dr. Kyle 

J~ , a flow 

119l S~ th F~Pn~ o 

-Ihe audit report for the 23*a Judicial District Indigent Defender Board for the years 
ended Decem ber 31, 1999 and 2000 disclosed one instance of noncom pliance w ith 

state law . lhis instance was related to the indigent defender boards being subject 
to the I_ocal Govern m ent Budget Act, according to Louisiana Revised Statute 39:1302 
(elfective July 1999). This Board w as not aw are of the above-m entioned change 
until now . -lherefore, the Board w ill com ply w ith the budget law  and form ulate a 
budget for the year 2OO 1 and each future year in accordance w ith the Local 


